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A challenging year 


he past year has been a real challenge for 

all those opposing fascism and racism 

internationally. In Britain we have seen 

vicious assaults on anti-fascists, along with 

thousands of reported incidents against 
Muslims and a smaller but equally worrying number of 
anti-Jewish attacks. 

Searchlight has been honoured to be invited to join more 
formally with Tell Mama, which monitors Islamophobic 
incidents, increasing the level of cooperation and joint 
work we have had through ad hoc arrangements over a 
period of nearly five years. 

We also hope the ongoing arrangements between 
Searchlight and a number of other 
bodies to exchange intelligence and 
analysis will mature further in ways 
that are of mutual benefit. 

January saw an anti-fascist 


Associates with a conference in London that featured a 
very broad international panel of experts and researchers 
as speakers. 

Our efforts to keep key international Nazi figures 
from entering the country bore some results in 2015 and 
this continued in 2016. In July, US white supremacist 
ideologue Richard Spencer was banned from Britain by 
the then home secretary Theresa May, following a long 
campaign by Searchlight. 

Spencer is a key figure in the so-called “alt-right” and 
has since come to greater prominence in the wake of the 
election of Donald Trump as US president. 

We also provided evidence on a Polish fascist, a criminal 
figure who had regular contact with 
the UK. We accused him of being part 
of organised crime and in particular 


Dedicated Nazi Thomas Mair trafficking women to the UK for the 


° sex industry. In October, as we report 
photographer sustain life-changing has be en fou nd gu ilty of the on page 7, Olgierd Lipnicki was sent to 
injuries in Dover at the hands of mur d er of J fe) C oxan d will prison for some of his crimes. 


Nazi thug Peter Atkinson. We are 


Many of our readers in Britain 


appalled that the Crown Prosecution servea whole -life sentence and internationally will have been 


Service did not charge Atkinson with 


gravely concerned by the election 


attempted murder, but only with the in jail. But serious que stions of Donald Trump in November. 


lesser offence of causing grievous 


Trump’s appointment of strategic 


pate tae remain unanswered about cliiealietecs Brees inner 


In June came a Nazi attack 
that shocked everyone across the 


country. The Labour MP Jo Cox was g roup Britain Fir st 


slaughtered in cold blood outside her 
constituency office. 

Dedicated Nazi Thomas Mair has 
now been found guilty of the murder and will serve a 
whole-life sentence in jail. But as we outline in this issue 
of Searchlight, serious questions remain unanswered 
about the police approach to fascist group Britain First. 

It certainly came as no surprise to us that Paul Golding 
announced his resignation as leader of Britain First ahead 
of the group’s annual general meeting. 

While the main political parties stood back to leave Jo 
Cox’s Batley constituency seat unopposed in the byelection 
brought about by her death at Mair’s hands, a number of 
far right groups stood — but all lost their deposits. 

Also in June, Searchlight launched Searchlight Research 
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the police approach to fascist parent company behind the Breitbart 


website who opened it up to white 

supremacists, is of particular concern, 

as we outline on page 8. In Britain, 

Trump’s apparently close connections 

with the former UKIP leader, Nigel 
Farage, are also a worrying development. We will have 
detailed analysis of the Trump election victory and its 
aftermath on our website at searchlightmagazine.com in 
the period to come. 

The website, like the magazine, has been redesigned this 
year and we hope it will be an increasingly busy place for 
anti-fascists to find up to date news and views between the 
quarterly issues of Searchlight magazine. 

We would like to wish all our readers a very happy new 
year for 2017 — Salud! 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Richard Edmonds, the veteran 
Nazi, doesn’t look too happy as 
he leads the march off 


NF Cenotaph march flops 


he extreme right’s biggest 
annual event — their 
Remembrance Day march to 
the Cenotaph in Whitehall — turned 
out to their biggest flop of the year. 
Searchlight can recall the earliest 
days of this extreme insult to our war 
dead in the early days, when the then 
newly formed National Front marched 
with members of the far right Monday 
Club and supporters of Ian Smith’s 
Rhodesian rebel racist government 
— there were an estimated 8,000 to 
10,000 of them all told. Brave anti- 
fascists fought running battles with the 
fascist marchers as they left Whitehall. 
Away from Whitehall almost every 
weekend there are often upwards of 


four marches and pickets taking place. 


In most cases the tiny number of 
Nazis is outnumbered by anti-fascists. 
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In some cases the fascists are banned 
from local areas. 

But in this year’s Remembrance 
Day event, the Nazis produced less 
than 50 people on the street. 

They were led by the NF’s Nazi 
veteran and convicted criminal 
Richard Edmonds, while Jez Bedford- 


among them 
(left to right): a 
Polish supporter, 
London Forum 
organiser Jez 
Bedford-Turner 


Turner, organiser of the London ible 
: photographer 
Forum, wondered why his supposed 
Tony Martin 


support among students and Polish 
fascist thugs did not show up on 
the day. Despite promises of a good 
turnout by members of Polish Nazi 
party NOP, only four turned up — 
three of them with large Polish flags 
Nazi photographer Tony Martin was 
caught on Searchlight’s camera. Former 
BNP Youth leader Kevin Layzell was 
there, still trying to make up his mind 
which extremist group he should be in. 


Asmall turnout, 
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Polish Nazi jailed 
for pimp offences 


Polish Nazi is back in prison after being 

convicted of running a gang of pimps. Olgierd 

Lipnicki from Gdansk was sentenced in 
October to three years and ten months after two and 
a half years of legal proceedings. 

Ten people were in the dock including two women. 
One other man received a two-year custodial sentence 
and the rest were given suspended sentences, fines or 
probation. One man was acquitted. 

Lipnicki had been held in custody between 
November 2012 and October 2014 and this time 
already served in prison will count towards serving 
his sentence. 

Lipnicki was one of the subjects of Searchlight's 
feature on Polish Nazis and the rise of anti-migrant 
sentiment in Poland in the winter 2015-16 issue. 

Our Polish correspondent Jacob Fleming wrote 

that Lipnicki had been sentenced to three years’ 
imprisonment in 1999 after he and others attacked a 
group of teenagers coming home from an alternative 
music fair. In 2001 he organised attacks on two other 
concerts. 

At the same time Lipnicki led the life of a 
professional gangster, controlling a skinhead gang. 
He visited Pita, north west Poland, and attacked two 
people with a machete. 

He was also responsible for drug dealing and 
organised women for the sex trade. Lipnicki was 
again imprisoned in autumn 2008 because of his 
criminal activities. 

Gangsters belonging to his group were very brutal 
towards women employed to provide sexual services. 
Those who tried to resist were raped and seriously 
injured. 

Even before this latest conviction, it was clear to us 
that Lipnicki was a violent recidivist and a dangerous 
gangster. Because he was travelling to the UK and 
bringing in Polish women to work as sex slaves we 
reported our intelligence to the Home Office. The 
court heard that his activities took in several parts of 
Poland as well as Switzerland and Germany. 
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Man who helped 
Hanzi's killer dies 


T ets of the long struggle against 
apartheid in South Africa will have been 
pleased to hear in November that at long 

last Clive Derby-Lewis had died. 

Derby-Lewis had been convicted of conspiracy to 
murder for his part in the 1993 assassination of Chris 
Hani, leader of the South African Communist Party and 
chief of staff of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the armed wing of 
the African National Congress. Searchlight has always 
fought alongside the opponents of apartheid and 
because of that came to know the enemy all too well. 

Derby-Lewis came from a Catholic background but 
left it to join an apartheid-supporting white church. 
He was an officer in a repressive army unit and 
moved around in the National Party and on the white 
political scene. But in 1982 he formed a breakaway 
Conservative Party, in response to a perceived 
softening of the racist regime. Its aim was to recruit 
whites from non-Boer backgrounds to hold back the 
coming end of apartheid 

Derby-Lewis became an international figure on the 
extreme right, linking up with Western Goals in the 
US - a group often suspected of CIA links. He was 
also close to French fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen 
and in the UK to leading figures in the Monday Club, 
such as Geoffrey Lauder-Frost. 

In April 1993 Janusz Walus, a Polish man, was hired 
to kill Hani, working with a group of shadowy figures 
on the far right. Derby-Lewis, his wife and others 
were rounded up after the murder. The investigators 
followed a trail to see who had provided the gun, 

a list of others to be killed and details of Hani’s 

movements on the day he was killed. One of those 

investigated was Arthur Kemp, who walked clear 
from the case further down the road (see page 10 for 

Kemp's activities today). But Derby-Lewis was found 

to have provided the gun used to kill Hani. 
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Donald Trump and 
former UKIP leader 
Nigel Farage (inset) 


Farage, Trumpand 
Spencer's Nazis 


nasty delegation of British 

A wing politicians, led by 
ormer UKIP leader Nigel 

Farage, met US president-elect Donald 
Trump shortly after his election. Also 
present was Trump’s strategic adviser 
Steve Bannon, director of the parent 
company behind the so-called “alt- 
right” Breitbart website who opened it 
up to white supremacists. 

Farage travelled with Raheem 
Kassam, Breitbart’s London editor. 
Kassam has enjoyed the financial 
backing of millionaire Arron Banks, 
who co-founded and funded the Leave. 
EU campaign and also backed Kassam’s 
failed bid to become UKIP leader. 

The gathering was a worrying one, 
considering that Bannon’s closest 
political friend is Richard Spencer, 
another far-right millionaire, who 
after a sustained campaign by 
Searchlight was deported by the 
Hungarian government two years 
ago and banned from entering the 
Schengen Area of 26 European states 
(see Searchlight, autumn 2016). 

Spencer has made several visits to 
Britain. But in May 2015 the Home 
Office asked us to prepare a report 
on far right groups in the UK and 
their friends abroad. As a result one 


of the last acts of Theresa May as 
home secretary was to issue an order 
banning Spencer from the UK for life. 

Video footage has emerged of 
participants giving Nazi salutes at a 
conference held by Spencer’s National 
Policy Institute on 19 November, just 
after Trump’s win. 

A number of overseas visitors 
attended the conference, including 
Matt Tait, the British brat who helped 
organise a far right paramilitary 
training exercise in 2014 conducted 
by Russian president Vladimir Putin’s 
international trainers Denis Nikitin 
and Arkadiusz Rzepinski. Tait and 
Spencer are no strangers to one 
another as Tait was in Budapest when 
Spencer was arrested. 

Trump is reportedly trying to 
distance himself from the National 
Policy Institute, but one question arises. 
Some of the Nazis who attended the 
dinner after the New York conference 
were recorded saying they were heading 
back to Trump Tower after they 
retreated from the restaurant where 
they had been besieged by anti-fascists. 
Were they locked out by Trump security 
or given a warm welcome? 


m See the video at youtu.be/106-bi3jIxk 
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Nazis send vile hate mail to Battle of 
Cable Street veteran Max Levitas 


lsewhere in this issue of 
E; Searchlight we report 

on the Cable Street 80 
commemoration in October, when 
anti-fascists celebrated the 1936 
victory over Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists Blackshirts and the 
police, who had been sent to clear the 
streets of Stepney, east London, of 
the tens of thousands of Londoners 
waiting to stop the Blackshirts in their 
tracks. 

One of those present both at the 
Battle of Cable Street and at the 80th 
anniversary commemoration was 
anti-fascist hero Max Levitas, now 
aged 101. 

Max still lives in the East End and 
spends much of his time at a Jewish 
day care centre. 

In the past few years Max has also 
spoken out and helped to mobilise 
against the English Defence League 
when it tried on three occasions — 
each time unsuccessfully — to stage a 
march through the same part of Tower 
Hamlets that Mosley had targeted. 

Contrast Max’s bravery with Robert 
Best, a cowardly Nazi thug who hides 
behind the alias “SelseyChap” on the 
key Nazi Stormfront website. 


Frustrated 


Apparently frustrated by the strength 
of anti-fascism and our repeated 
victories over the EDL, Best appealed 
on Stormfront to Britain’s remaining 
Nazis to confront the “Communist” 
commemoration rally. It seems none 
of them could be bothered, so Best 
decided instead to harass Max. 

Best posted two leaflets, one to 
Max’s home and the other to the day 
care centre, full of racist abuse and 
imagery (see right). Both sported the 
old Mosleyite “flash in the pan” logo, 
but one was signed off by the “New 
British Union of Fascists” and the 
other by the British Movement. 

Both groups are tiny, violence- 
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Max Levitas 
speaks to mark 
the events 

of 1936 (below). 
The leaflets sent 
to him are shown 
on the right 


inclined fans of Hitler. The staff at 
the centre passed the leaflet to the 
media and a member of Max’s family 


reported the other leaflet to the police. 


Whether the police did anything in 
response is not known. 


Gatwick 


The envelopes both carried a Gatwick 
postmark but Best does not live in 
the region. The “SelseyChap” alias 
might provide a better clue to his 
whereabouts. 

Max was undeterred and made the 
most powerful speech at the Cable 
Street rally, to a crowd of around 
2,500 anti-fascists and anti-racists. 


East Enders and longstanding 
anti-fascists may remember 
another Nazi coward, known 
particularly for being abusive to 
women: Derek Beackon the British 
National Party’s first and short- 
lived councillor in Tower Hamlets 
in 1993-94, who used to hang out 
with a group of BNP thugs and 
other violent hardliners. 

Beackon and Best were bosom 
buddies in the bad old days. 
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Do not adjust 


your set 


The usual rag bag of far right activists and Holocaust deniers turned out for the 
Traditional Britain Group's annual event in London. But they were joined by a more 
surprising speaker from the world of television. Anna Morgan reports 


ormer BBC executive David 

Keighley was a surprise 

speaker at the 2016 

annual conference of the 

Traditional Britain Group, 
held in October at the Royal Overseas 
League, in London’s upper crust St 
James’s district. 

Amongst the 80-plus attendees were 
several old and young activists of the 
extreme right including young neo- 
Nazi Matt Tait, Holocaust denier Lady 
Michele Renouf and Arthur Kemp. 

Kemp was a member of the South 
African police during the apartheid 
era, a British National Party member 
and author of March of the Titans: 

A History of the White Race. The 
Guardian newspaper says the book 
questions the number of Jews killed 
in the Second World War and “is 
popular with far-right activists around 
the world”. 

Kemp is best known for his 
involvement in the assassination of 
Chris Hani, the black South African 
leader. Kemp played a role in the events 
leading up to the assassination but 
was eventually cleared by the courts in 
South Africa and came to Britain. 


Identity 


Selby Whittingham, a renowned art 
expert, was the first speaker and 
discussed the importance of art to 
heritage, culture and identity. 

Stuart Millson, a former member 
of the old Monday Club executive 
council, veteran radical traditionalist 
and now Traditional Britain Group 
vice-president, followed with “Why 
Brexit was necessary — the nationalist 
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perspective”, a predictable set of 
arguments for Brexit. Canadian 
professor Ricardo Duchesne, an 
academic critic of multiculturalism, 
spoke on the subject, “Why and 
when did Western nations decide to 
become multiracial places?” But his 
talk was followed by Kemp’s relentless 
questioning, as he attempted to 
force an answer from Duchesne 
condemning Zionism. 

It was clear that Kemp’s 
antagonistic questioning stemmed 
from a very strong antisemitic 


David Keighley 


spoke at the 
Traditional 
Britain Group 
conference 


position. This resulted in one member 
of the audience criticising Kemp 

for his “antisemitic vitriol”, which 

in turn forced the chair, Gregory 
Lauder-Frost, to publicly state that 
the Traditional Britain Group did not 
support the expression of antisemitic 
attitudes. That statement came 
despite the fact that neither Kemp 
nor Holocaust denier Renouf had 
been barred from attending. Renouf 
was untypically silent throughout the 
conference. 

Isac Boman, a young Finn from the 
Aland Islands, was the penultimate 
speaker. His master’s degree thesis, 
“Money power — a force for freedom 
or slavery?” was published as a book 
in Swedish by Arktos Media in August 
and an English version is on its way. 
Boman’s thesis was the subject of 
his talk, which challenged taboos 
surrounding monetary theory in 
contemporary economics. 


Traditionalist 


Matteo Luini, from Parma, Italy, a 30 
year old graduate in political science 
now studying law at the Catholic 
University of Sacro Cuore, was the 
final speaker. He is international 
relations officer for Rinnovamento 
nella Tradizione, a traditionalist group 
based in Rome. 
His speech outlined the activities of 
his group. There was a clear call for 
a return to traditional Catholicism. 
He also criticised Pope Francis for his 
support for migrants and refugees. 
Subsequent questions from the 
audience resulted in support being 
expressed for Holocaust denier Bishop 
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Williamson by professor John Kersey 
and for Alessandra Mussolini by Sam 
Swerling. Lauder-Frost then provided 
his signature to a document forming 
an alliance between the Traditional 
Britain Group and Rinnovamento 
nella Tradizione. 

Occupying a central position in 
the morning order of speakers was 
David Keighley, former BBC news 
producer, BBC PR executive and 
head of corporate relations for TV-am 
and now director of the right wing 
News-watch website. To quote its own 
description: “News-watch monitors 
public service broadcast programmes 
to examine whether — as required by 
law — they deliver impartiality and 
political balance.” 

Keighley’s presentation focused 
specifically on left wing bias in the news 
output of the BBC and was followed by 
questions from the floor, including from 
resident neo-Nazi Matt Tait and former 
Tory Westminster councillor and ex- 
BNP member Sam Swerling. 

Born in 1951, Keighley is no 
fool. His personal history reveals 
him having gained a history and 
archaeology degree at Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, in 1970 in 
addition to being president of the 
students’ union. 

Following his graduation and a 
short period working on northern 
newspapers he was recruited to the 
BBC as a news producer and editor and 
then progressed into PR, dealing with 
local radio and subsequently television 
news and current affairs briefs. 

In 1985 Keighley started the shift 
in his allegiances and joined ITV 
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breakfast broadcaster TV-am as head 
of press and publicity. TV-am was 
headed at that time by Australian 

TV executive Bruce Gyngell, with 
whom Keighley became close friends. 
Keighley was head of corporate 
relations during Gyngell’s famous 
dispute with the broadcasting unions 
and played a significant role as 
strike-breaker at that time. Keighley 
wrote in 2000 that the unions “were 
the beneficiaries of antiquated 
agreements” and that until then they 
had “wielded considerable power”. 

It was in 1999 that Keighley co- 
founded right wing media monitoring 
company Minotaur Media Tracking 
with Kathy Gyngell, a former TV-am 
producer and the wife of Keighley’s 
former boss and close friend. 

Minotaur Media Tracking 
produced a number of reports for the 
Eurosceptic think tank Global Britain 
and for the Centre for Policy Studies. 
These reports alleged a bias in favour 
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the presence of the likes of Kemp and 
Tait at the conference is not known. 

In recent years Keighley has 
diversified his activities somewhat 
and a little digging has revealed that 
in addition to his News-watch role 
he is now also actively practising as 
a psychotherapist and counsellor in 
Brighton. 

A company search shows Keighley 
to have had directorships of 17 
companies over the past three 
decades, ranging from work with 
News World International back 
in 1994 through Minotaur Media 
Tracking in 1999 to the Mindful Policy 
Experts Group in 2014, which is 
described as conducting “research and 
experimental development on social 
sciences and humanities”. 

It is described on Keighley’s 
LinkedIn profile more specifically 
as “working to change public policy 
relating to families and children”. 

What is of concern is that Keighley 


Keighley’s presentation was followed by questions 
from the floor, including from resident neo-Nazi 
Matt Tait and former Tory Westminster councillor 


and ex-BNP member Sam Swerling 


of EU integration in the UK media 
(particularly the BBC) and a broader 
bias against right wing politics and the 
Conservative Party. 

It’s interesting to note that Keighley 
has also been a recent contributor to 
The Conservative Woman, the online 
“voice of social conservatism and the 
friend of true progress” edited by 
Kathy Gyngell. 

Of particular note is Keighley’s 
piece, “How state propaganda linked 
[MP Jo] Cox’s death to Farage’s 
poster,” which appeared — rather 
insensitively — on 21 June, five days 
after the Labour MP’s murder on 
16 June. Other articles by Keighley 
appearing on this site include 
one titled: “The BBC’s religion 
is the promotion of equality not 
Christianity.” 

Obviously Keighley has an axe 
to grind and the opportunity to 
present such views to the Traditional 
Britain Group’s motley gathering of 
far right supporters may have been 
an opportunity not to be missed. 
Whether or not Keighley was aware of 


is also a Sussex-based magistrate with 
responsibility for family court matters. 
Additionally Keighley is deputy chair 
of the Sussex Family Committee, the 
representative body of the 130 family 
court magistrates in the county. 

The Judiciary of England and 
Wales guidelines for magistrates, as of 
August 2016, clearly state in Appendix 
C (Key Qualities) that candidates 
should “have nothing in their private 
or working life which could bring 
them or the magistracy into disrepute” 
and later that they should “have 
respect for, and some understanding 
of people from different ethnic, 
cultural or social backgrounds”. 

In light of the fact that this 
conference was providing a 
platform for the expression of anti- 
multiculturalist views, the case for the 
“repatriation” of ethnic minorities, 
the promotion of views compatible 
with the nationalist identitarian 
movement and indirect support for 
fascist ideology, Searchlight questions 
Keighley’s judgement in accepting the 
invite to speak at the conference. © 
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Mlore questions 
than answers 


Thomas Mair has been jailed for the brutal murder of Labour MP Jo Cox. But serious 
questions about the police approach to a fascist group remain, Gerry Gable argues 


write as Nazi assassin Thomas 

Mair begins a whole-life 

sentence for the murder of a 

well loved MP, wife and mother 

and an advocate for the long- 
suffering people of Syria. He shouted 
the words “Britain first” during the 
attack. When the police arrested him, 
Mair declared: “It was me, Iama 
political activist.” 

The specialist police officers who 
raided his home found collections of 
Nazi material, including information 
on how to shoot a victim and details of 
past political assassinations in the UK 
and Norway. 

The court heard about some far 
right groups who were active in 
Yorkshire — but not a single word 
about Britain First. This rang alarm 
bells for those who have monitored 
Britain First as it filled the vacuum left 
by the failed English Defence League. 


Britain First 


Paul Golding, leader of Britain First 
and a one-time British National Party 
councillor, has spent the past five 
years building up, often by sleight of 
hand, what he claimed to be a major 
anti-Muslim activist organisation. 
Golding told the media, who were 
often sucked in by his lies, that he 
had ten of thousands of “likes” online. 
Nobody really challenged this to ask if 
these were real supporters or whether 
he was buying masses of hits. 

Two years ago Golding declared war 
on the Muslim community in Tower 
Hamlets. His main aim was to create 
tension between the local Muslim 
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community and non-Muslims. He also 
laid claim to the idea that he was some 
sort of Christian leader, fighting the 
evils of Islam. 

Golding took his foot soldiers and 
an armoured vehicle he was using 
as a mobile command post, and ran 
a message on his website declaring 
that Britain First would go to Brick 
Lane — the heart of the East End 
Bengali community — to confront 
local Muslims and defy their dislike of 
drunkenness in public places. 

Golding said his activists would 
resist if they were told to leave the 
area. He further declared that they 
would go on to the East London 
Mosque in Whitechapel and accost the 
congregation — which often includes 
schoolchildren. 

That evening a recording of 
Golding’s threat was sent to Scotland 
Yard and was placed on the desk 
of the deputy commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police. But no action 
followed. The attempts to cause fear 
at the mosque increased and still 
nothing was done. 

More recently Britain First’s squad 
of Nazis arrived, headed by someone 
carrying a huge cross. The mosque, 
including school visitors, was under 
siege. Led by Rev Alan Green, from 
east London’s interfaith forum, local 
supporters of the mosque placed 
themselves in front of the doors, in 
the way of Britain First. 

When the Nazis pushed their cross 
forward, Rev Green told them they were 
not Christians but haters. At that point 
the police escorted the Nazis away. 


Flowers and 
messages at a 
memorial to the 
murdered MP 
Jo Cox 


On 24 May 2016 Britain First issued 
a Nazi-style threat against elected 
Muslim politicians and their allies, 
in a communication to its supporters 
— we reproduce parts of it here (see 
screenshots, right). On 16 June, Jo Cox 
was killed by Nazi Thomas Mair, who 
shouted: “Britain first.” 

Early the following week, Searchlight 
handed a copy of this communication 
and two photos to Met Police 
commissioner Sir Bernard Hogan- 
Howe and his deputy, Craig Mackey. 


Questions 


We asked the following questions: 

1. Why was no action taken against 
Golding for his recorded threat to go 
on the offensive in Brick Lane and 

at the East London Mosque? Why 
was this evidence not used to show a 
premeditated criminal offence? 

2. Why were Britain First allowed to 
seriously harass Muslim communities 
up and down the country before the 
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Home Office finally placed a ban on 
them carrying on such activities after 
Jo Cox’s death? 

3. Why was the document with the 
open threat to key Muslim politicians 
and their allies not in the hands of the 
S015 Counter Terrorism Command as 
soon as it was sent out? 


Britain F 


irst is about to launch a direct action 


aign against Muslim elected officials, at all 


Figures such as Sadiq Khan (mayor of London), Sajid 
Javid (cabinet minister), Mohammed Altaf-Khan 
mayor of Oxford), Hussain Akhtar (mayor of 
Blackburn), Shafique Shah (mayor of Birmingharn) and 


This campaign was prompted by the election of 


ic extremist Sadiq Khan as mayor of London 


tain First now considers all Muslim elected 


ais as ‘occupiers’ and will start to oppose their 


2ey of entryism and take-over of our political 


Britain First has an official policy of banning Islam in 


the UK and will not stop until all Islamist occupiers 


are driven out of politics completely.” 
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4. What was done with the copy 

of Golding’s call for action which 

was handed to the Met Police 

commissioner and his deputy within a 

few days of Jo Cox’s murder? 

5. Will charges of incitement to 

violence be brought against Golding? 
It came as no shock that Golding 

suddenly stood down as leader of 

Britain First on the first day of Mair’s 

trial, in favour of his deputy Jayda 

Fransen. When will Golding face 

a charge of incitement? When will 

somebody with responsibility and 

authority respond to these questions? @ 


So eee ee ee eee eR ee ee A Ue RA eo ee Me etal a ee UN ee eh eG ee mv ea Cd vot eo ts St Ce tr ee eh al 


Britain First's threat to Muslim elected 
representatives (left), the group's new 
leader Jayda Fransen and her predecessor 
Paul Golding (centre), murderer Thomas 
Mair (top right) and Fransen with her 
fascist friends (below right) 
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Fighty 
Spain 


as early as August. In due course they would come into 
confrontation with the Blackshirts sent by Mussolini, a 
prelude on foreign soil to what would happen in Italy between 
1943 and 1945 with the partisans fighting against the fascists. 
That Spain would see Italians from opposite sides come 
face to face had become clear the moment Mussolini 
signalled his intention to provide assistance to General 
Franco at the very start of the Spanish reactionary’s coup. 


Detailed 


As the contemporary journalist and historian GT Garratt 
noted in his book, Mussolini’s Roman Empire: “On July 
17, 1936, an unknown number of planes belonging to the 
Italian Air Force flew over Tunisia to Spanish Morocco. 
They had been detailed for service with the Spanish force.” 
And it was there that Franco “arrived from the Canary 
Islands disguised as an Arab” to take control of the revolt. 
Rosselli, who at the time was editing Giustizia e Libertad, 
the anti-fascist newspaper in Paris, set out to organise 
the first group of Italians going to Spain with the help of 


PPETENDE ESCLAVIZARNOS 


Mussolini gave his backing to Franco, but fellow exiles, including the anarchist Camillo Berneri. 
thousands of Italian antiascists fought against Rosselli was sufficiently well known in Britain (he had 


attended Fabian Society meetings at the London School 


him in Spain's Civil War, writes Alfio Bernabei of Economics as early as 1922) to gather support among 


4 oday in Spain, tomorrow in Italy.” That 
became the slogan of thousands of 
Italians who joined the International 
Brigades in Spain in 1936. It was 9n 13 


November of that year that Carlo Rosselli, 

the socialist leader who had escaped from internal exile 
in Italy and taken refuge in France, launched the slogan 
in a speech broadcast from Radio Barcelona. “Comrades, 
brothers, Italians, listen... from Spain the battle against 
fascism will extend first to Italy, then to the rest of Europe 
because history doesn’t stop; dictatorships are only a 
parenthesis in the lives of people...” 

Rosselli’s closest listeners at that early stage were mostly 
Italians who had fled their country to take refuge abroad, 
including in Britain. Some had begun to arrive in Spain 
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Italian anti-fascists in London where he also influenced 
the launching of New Times and Ethiopia News, the 
newspaper edited by Sylvia Pankhurst and her Italian 
companion, Silvio Corio, who were friends of his. 


The claw of the As it went to press for the first time on 5 May 1936, this 
Italian invader publication was intended to provide information about the 
tries to enslave Italian invasion of Ethiopia and condemn the use of chemical 


us.’ A Republican weapons against its population. But it quickly turned into a 


poster highlights Jatform for reports on Spain and the International Brigades. 
the role of It is in this newspaper that we find the letters of Piero Jacchia, 
Mussolini's forces who arrived in Spain at the beginning of September and was 
in backing Franco killed there the following January. 
Jacchia, described by New Times and Ethiopia News 
as “a professor, familiar to British Museum readers”, not 
only provides an example of those Italians who joined the 
International Brigades while living abroad as refugees but 
also illustrates the political journey of one who experienced 
fascism first-hand before turning against it. 
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‘Praise to the heroes’ - a 
poster from the CNT union 
celebrates the anti-fascist side 


Born in 1884 in Trieste to a Jewish family, he graduated 
in foreign languages and became a journalist and a poet. 
He set up the Trieste branch of Fasci di Combattimento, 
the organisation launched in 1919 by Mussolini. Jacchia 
must have supported the armed violence of the Blackshirts. 
He even took part in the March on Rome in 1922. 

But it wasn’t long before he realised his mistake. He 
refused to become a party member and rejected fascism 
to the extent that he was forced to take refuge abroad, 
ending up in London. Here, in later years, he may have met 
Rosselli who was crossing the Channel as often as possible 
to urge the Labour Party and other organisations to keep 
up the fight against fascism in the face of disturbing signals 
that too many were prepared to put up with it. 

A glimpse at what the situation must have looked 
like to Italian refugees like Jacchia helps to explain his 
determination to go to fight in Spain in that summer of 
1936. Mussolini had invaded Ethiopia and demonstrated 
that the League of Nations was ineffective, Britain had 
decided to suspend sanctions against Italy and in London 
the Italian ambassador Dino Grandi was suggesting he 
could mobilise 3,000 Italian Blackshirts. 

The Italian fascist party in London bought the 11,000 
square foot building at 4 Charing Cross Road, in London’s 
West End. And Mussolini boasted 720 branches of the 
fascist party abroad (with the number growing to 1,200 by 
1939). Italian fascism appeared unstoppable. 

In his letter of 9 September from Barcelona Jacchia 


{Carlo Rosselli (secend 


left) and colleagues 
4 from Giustizia e Liberta 


Anfvao Baljc- fer 
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could only express frustration at having to wait for - Excelle ntmenan d ve ry like able and 
’ 


“manana and manana” to be sent to the front. He was 


happy when he got going, carrying “the gun, 4.5 kilos, there is greatest fellowship and solidarity 
cartridges, the blankets, the tent, then the bag”. - , = 
He was with the Italian Column from the beginning: among us. The spirit is infinite ly better 


“Excellent men and very likeable, and there is greatest than in during th e Fir S t W O rl d W a r’ 


fellowship and solidarity among us. The spirit is infinitely 
better than in the army during the First World War.” On 
13 September, “before Huesca”, he enters into battle and 


witnesses an attack on “the English ambulance, the one commanded by Randolfo Pacciardi. On 15 December he is 
whose organisation was decided at the meeting at the near Madrid and five days later at E] Pardo, still with the 
Friends House, which I attended”. Garibaldi Battalion, “severely tried during the first month 

A few weeks later he is wounded and ends up in hospital going through 25 fights”. He adds: “It is extremely valiant 
in Barcelona. “Mr Eden’s speech is hopeless,” he writes and shares with the Germans of the Thaelmann Battalion 
on 18 October, adding: “The entire British attitude most the highest renown; the spirit of the International Brigades 
deplorable and dangerous. Your politics have never been is simply splendid. We are perfectly and unshakeably 
worse nor less dignified but it is useless to get angry and _CSC—~SCserrttaaiin ff final victory.” But less than a month later, on 14 
to complain.” Madrid 1937 January, Jacchia was killed in Majadahonda. 

Still convalescing in Barcelona on 31 October Jacchia jNo pasaran! In the world of the political exiles, Jacchia’s place in 
notes: “Things are going much better now. One is “They shall not London was taken by another antifascist, Giuseppe Gatti, 
beginning to see the effect of the help from Russia. We pass! Fascism who joined the estimated 4,000 to 5,000 Italians with 
are again on the offensive and the spirit is very high.” He wants to conquer _ the International Brigades at a time when the numbers 
returns to the Huesca front. Later he abandons the Italian Madrid. Madrid in Mussolini’s Blackshirt forces reached about 50,000. 
Column but only to join a stronger Italian contingent will be the tomb It should be remembered that Italians who joined the 
of the International Brigades, the Garibaldi Battalion, of fascism” International Brigades faced a particular dilemma. Not 


only they would be put on a blacklist preventing them from 
returning home while fascism remained in power but their 
families and friends would also come under suspicion and 
suffer possible retaliations by the authorities. OVRA, the 
Italian secret police, had spies active in Spain. Mussolini 
was obtaining lists of Italians crossing the border. 


f| Learned 
oO es 7 «% a 7) | Gatti was born in Nonantola, near Modena, central Italy, in 
Rew ONQGLIS TAR M “@ We| 1912 and went to Spain after a failed attempt alongside his 
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“TUM al oan FANS mine brothers to set up a clandestine anti-fascist radio station. “I 
- van ay a ag at) had no idea how to use a gun but I learned quickly,” he told 
me in an interview for a documentary in 1985, frail but still 
proud of his role “under the command of a German who 
called himself Gomez”. 

When the time came to abandon Spain, Gatti embarked 
on a steamer bound for Swansea. He found his way 
to London. “I asked passers-by, ‘Where is the Labour 
Party?” He ended up in Soho where the group of Italian 
anti-fascists who had known Rosselli centred around the 
surgery of Dr Francesco Galasso, the King Bomba shop of 
Vero Recchioni and the cafe of Vittorio Taborelli, which 
acted as a reception centre for Italians coming from Spain, 
providing lodgings, food and lawyers. 

Gatti quickly learned English and was to become a vocal 
critic in the British press of British and US plans for Italy 
when it became clear that there would be no purge of 
fascists. The post-armistice prime minister was none other 
than Pietro Badoglio, the fascist general who had used 
mustard gas weapons in Ethiopia. 

Indeed it could be said that the Italians who fought in 
Spain — prefiguring the partisans’ struggle at home — were 
the first to realise that the plans for post-war Italy involved 
some kind of betrayal. And it wasn’t long before the fascists 
were seen to escape justice and return to positions of power, 
creating a lingering neo-fascist culture that, reinforced by 
historical revisionism, still affects Italy to this day. ® 
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Brexit 
backlash 


Reports of anti-Muslim hate crime 
incidents have rocketed since the 
Brexit vote, writes Fiyaz Mughal 


he EU referendum result 
had a lasting impact on 
racial and religious hate 


Muslim women 
are more likely to 


crimes in England and be targeted 
Wales. At Tell Mama in racist attacks 
than men 


which monitors Islamophobic hate 


Photo: David Holt 


crimes, our post-Brexit casework 

hit levels not seen since the spike in 
incidents reported to us after the Paris 
attacks on 13 November 2015. 

By 14 July, we had received 174 
reports following the post-Brexit 
backlash. In the three weeks during 
and after the Paris attacks last 
November, there were 82 verified 
anti-Muslim incidents, a short-term 
increase of 328%. 

A spike in hate crime reports poses a 
serious question: has the level of hate 
crime actually increased? Increased 
reporting may reflect growing 
confidence in Muslim communities to 
report incidents to police forces and to 
Tell Mama. But we cannot discount the 
potential for increased crimes. Perhaps 
it’s fair to say that the truth rests 
somewhere in the middle. 

Home Office data also confirms 
a spike in post-Brexit hate crimes. 

The number of racially or religiously 
aggravated offences recorded in July 
2016 was 41% higher than in July 2015. 
At the peak of the surge, police forces in 
England and Wales recorded 207 racial 
and religious hate crimes on 1 July. 
Towards the end of August, however, 
racial and religious hate crime figures 
did return to the levels seen before the 
referendum. 

Our 2015 annual report found that 
hotspots of anti-Muslim hate occur 
when Muslims use public and private 
transport networks, walk in the public 
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spaces of cities and do their shopping. 
Muslim women are more likely to be 
attacked than men in most settings. The 
number of “offline” incidents — verbal, 
physical or other attacks excluding 
internet abuse — trebled from 146 in the 
12 months to March 2015 to 437 offline 
incidents in the 2015 calendar year. 
This shows an increase of 300%, with 
an increase over time on the previous 
reporting period of 200%. 


At the peak of the surge, police 
forces recorded 207 racial and 
religious hate crimes on 1 July 


Fiyaz Mughal is 


director of Tell 
Mama, which 
monitors hate 
crimes against 
Muslims 


The largest proportion of 
perpetrators are white males. The 
largest proportion of incidents involves 
Muslim women, usually wearing 
Islamic clothing. Verbal abuse from 
men often carries misogynistic, racist 
and Islamophobic overtones. 

A worrying, if understated, trend 
is the impact anti-Muslim hate has 
on children and young adults. To 


return to our 2015 annual report, 
the largest proportion of incidents 
involved perpetrators aged between 13 
and 18. This goes against the grain of 
conventional belief that this age group is 
less likely to hold anti-Muslim views. Of 
the 46 incidents reported in educational 
institutions, 35 (76%) involved abusive 
behaviour or physical attack. 

The online sphere continues to be 
a space for unfiltered hatred from far- 
right and anti-Muslim bigots. Analysis 
of the Facebook posts, tweets and online 
memes reported to Tell Mama in 2015 
found that the most common words 


” 66. 


were “Muslim”, “you”, “fuck”, “country”, 
“Islam”, “mosque” and “rape”. 

This nativist, far right language 
demonises Muslims as violent rapists, 
terrorists and a cultural threat 
to Britain. Our 2015 data reveals 
that 45% of perpetrators of online 
incidents were supportive of the 
far right. In cases where we could 
not prove far right affiliation, this 
demonstrates that far right narratives 
are being normalised in discussions 
that directly and indirectly target 
Muslims online. » 
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*Migrants are 
welcome here =f 

eStamp out \ 
isiamophobia . 


f Anti-fascists, trade unionists and community groups 
victory over Oswald Mosley’s Blackshirts at the Battle oi 


fascist assembly was held in the East End 
today and owing to one of the finest days 
of the year, many people were attracted 


of Labour Party branches, the purple banner of Polish 


Cable Street leftists Razem, with their “Poles against fascism” placards. | 
veteran Max 


There were finely crafted trade union banners, 


to it including women and children.” That Levitas speaks especially from manual workers’ unions, and those of the 
was Scotland Yard’s risible “explanation” (left) and the International Brigades recalling courageous past struggles. 
of why 250,000 people took to the streets on 4 October commemorative —_ In a period when some seek to divide Jews and Muslims, 
1936 to stop Oswald Mosley and his fascist Blackshirt banner isheldup the banners of Jewish and Bangladeshi organisations were 
troops invading the mainly Jewish areas of the East End. at the Cable Street held side by side in Altab Ali Park. 
Eighty years later the sun shone again, but this time mural The gathering crowd applauded a set of speakers mainly 


there.were no fascists in sight, though one group (or representing the local community. I introduced Alex 


perhaps one individual) had threatened to protest. Instead 
there were people of all ages and a sea of colourful banners 
across Altab Ali Park where the march assembled: the 
green cloth of the Connolly Association — whose members 
were celebrating the solidarity the Irish community 
provided to their Jewish neighbours in 1936 — red banners 
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Kenny, from the National Union of Teachers’ East London 
branch, to make the first speech. His members are running 
a Cable Street-inspired art competition in local schools 
around the themes of diversity and solidarity. 

Local religious representatives from East London 
Central Synagogue and the Council of Mosques greeted the 
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turned out in force to mark the famous 
i Cable Street. David Rosenberg reports 


event. Britain’s first Bengali MP, Rushanara Ali, reminded 
the crowd of the significance of our location. Altab Ali 
Park was named after a Bengali clothing worker who was 
murdered as he walked home from work on 4 May 1978 by 
teenagers who had imbibed National Front propaganda. 
Representatives of national and local anti-racist 
campaigns spoke here too. Jean Geldart, whose father 
Phil Piratin played such a pivotal role in 1936, brought 
greetings from Hope Not Hate, while Weyman Bennett, for 
Unite Against Fascism, warned of the rise of far right forces 
across Europe. Glyn Robbins spoke for United East End, 
recalling the community-wide mobilisations in recent years 
that succeeded in repelling the English Defence League 
and Britain First from Tower Hamlets. 
The final speaker at Altab Ali Park was TUC general 
secretary Frances O’Grady, who emphasised the crucial 
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The crowd 

in Altab Ali 

Park, where a 
demonstrator 
raises the old 
slogan: They shall 
not pass 


role that the labour movement has played and must 
continue to play against all forms of racism. 

The size of the crowd and the park’s narrow exit meant 
that the march started slowly but it gathered pace as it 
reached Gardiner’s Corner, where a mass blockade had 
ruined Mosley’s plans in 1936. A wide banner proclaimed: 
“They shall not pass. They did not pass! Cable Street 80.” 
This led the march as it crossed Commercial Road and 
spread across the whole width of Back Church Lane. 

Just behind the front section, the Great Yiddish Parade 
marching band, with its powerful brass instruments, 
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played stirring songs in the mother tongue of many local 
residents in the 1930s. The march turned into Cable Street, 
close to where an overturned lorry had formed the first of a 
series of barricades, and people on nearby estates came to 
their windows and balconies to watch it pass. 

As we entered St George’s Gardens in front of the 
immense Cable Street mural, many groups paused to 
photograph their members with their banners in front of it. 

In 2011, on the 75 anniversary, the RMT rail union 
provided the St George’s Gardens stage where the late Bob 
Crow, the union’s general secretary, made a barnstorming 
speech. This time the RMT again provided the staging. Its 
current general secretary, Mick Cash, said how proud he 
was to follow in Bob Crow’s footsteps. Matt Wrack, secretary 
of the firefighters’ FBU union, Susan Matthews of Unite’s 
black and minority ethnic committee, Shahriar Bin-Ali from 
the Bangladesh Workers’ Council, and Unison’s assistant 


general secretary, Roger McKenzie, all expressed powerful 
labour movement support at the rally. 

McKenzie highlighted the racism that, he said, was 
“alive and kicking” in a toxic atmosphere after the EU 
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TUC general 
secretary Frances 
O'Grady, and 
(main picture) 
Irish marchers 
with the Connolly 
Association 
banner join the 
Bangladesh 
Workers’ Council 
on the march 


referendum, with people worrying about sending their 
children to school “because you don’t know if they are 
going to get attacked on the way”, where people “turn 
round to you in your workplace after the referendum and 
say, ‘What are you still doing here?” 

McKenzie added: “I have never had the kind of abuse 
that I have had, since I was a little kid... People feel 
confident about their racism right now. They think it is OK 
to come up to a black person, come up to a Jew, and come 
out with their disgusting racism.” 


Jewish speakers with East End roots spoke poignantly 
about the courage and determination of those who fought 
back against fascist threats and violence. Julia Bard, from 
the Jewish Socialists’ Group, reminded the crowd that East 
End Jews also had to stand up to their own community 
leaders “who from the safety of their homes on the other 
side of London had no understanding of the threat... and 
told them to not to fight back on 4 October but stay at 
home, pull down the shutters and not make trouble”. 

Sarah Sackman from the Jewish Labour Movement 
described the different branches of her family, some living 
in the East End, others in Tarragona, Catalufia, at that time. 
They were “ordinary people caught up in extraordinary 
events... separated by land, by language, by culture”, she 
said. “Yet when faced with the rise of fascism they heard the 
same cry: ‘No pasaran’ — They shall not pass!” 

Broadcaster Michael Rosen recalled the involvement of 
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his parents, Connie Isaacofsky and Harold Rosen, in the East 
End anti-fascist struggles of the 1930s in a very moving poem. 

As organisers of this 80th anniversary event, we were 
conscious that this might be the last five-yearly occasion 
at which we would hear the living voices of those who 
witnessed and participated in the battle. A huge cheer 
greeted 101 year old Max Levitas as he was helped to his 
feet. He condemned those trying to divide society and 
break the labour movement, telling the crowd: “You are the 
leaders, you are the people and we as a people must unite.” 

Levitas has lived in the East End since the early 
1930s but was born in Dublin to Lithuanian Jewish 
parents. Sitting beside him was his fellow Dubliner and 
longstanding friend Manus O’Riordan, who flew in that day 
to speak on behalf of the International Brigades Memorial 
Trust of Ireland. O’Riordan recalled two other Dubliners 
— Charlie Donnelly and Leslie Daiken, one from a Catholic 
background, the other a Jew — who produced the Irish, 
Front newspaper from London in the 1930s. The paper 
triumphantly reported the Irish and Jewish communities’ 
unity that stopped Mosley. 

Several political representatives spoke too: local mayor 
John Biggs, the Communist Party of Britain’s Liz Payne, 
and Green deputy leader Amelia Womack. 

But the most high profile political representative was 
the final speaker, Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. In a very 
personal speech he recounted how he first heard about the 
great victory of 1936 from his mother, who was one of the 
multitude blocking Mosley’s path. Corbyn described the 
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day as “the turning point in the fight against fascism in 
Britain” adding: “Those that stood there in Cable Street did 
so as an act of defiance and an act of principle. We walk in 
their shadow.” 

A few drops of rain fell towards the end of that closing 
speech but there was such a feeling of unity, warmth 
and togetherness that nobody was in any hurry to leave. 
An hour later, groups of anti-fascists were still huddled 
together, chatting in front of the mural. Others visited the 
Cable Street exhibition at the Idea Store library on Watney 
Market, which stayed open especially for the marchers. 
The number who turned out exceeded our expectations as 


organisers. The hunger to learn from the past and apply 
that understanding to the present gave all of us great 
feelings of hope in these testing times for anti-racists and 
anti-fascists. 


David Rosenberg was the convenor of the Cable Street 80 
event. He is the author of Battle for the East End and Rebel 
Footprints. He also leads guided walks looking at London's 
radical history - see eastendwalks.com. 
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ermany and Poland have a difficult history. 
For 25 years, both countries have tried to 
cooperate and build a common future. But 
there are political organisations that use 
national antagonism for their own ends. 
Things became worse after right wing journalist Piotr 
Zychowicz wrote a sensationalist “historical novel”, The 
Ribbentrop-Beck Treaty, framed around the idea of a 


wartime Polish-German alliance against the Soviet Union. 


The level of political debate became so absurd that despite 
the historical facts, some argued that it was wrong that 


Poland did not support Nazi Germany. Such opinions brought 


about a situation where far right activists were praising 

Hitler and Poland’s Home Army fighters at the same time. 
Some would not even praise the Home Army as it was not 
sufficiently anti-communist for them, instead praising the 


National Armed Forces (NSZ). For others in Poland’s far right 


scene, even this is not enough — they believe only Hitler gave 
Poland liberty, liberty from the Jews... 

Relations between Polish and German fascists are not 
straightforward, of course, as lyrics from German “Rock 
Against Communism” (RAC) band Landser illustrate: 


Wenn ich das seh, werd ich echt sauer. 
Polacken Liimmel schreien “White Power”. 

Oh, wie ich dieses scheif Volk hasse. 

Seit wann gehor’n Polaken, zur arischen Rasse? 


If I see it, I’'ll be really angry. 

Polack oafs screaming, “White power”. 

Oh, how I hate these shit people. 

Since when do Polacks belong to the Aryan race? 


Music scene 


But it is on the far right music scene that reconciliation 
between Polish and German fascists began, with Nazi 
skinheads connected with Blood & Honour. A top RAC 
band from Poland — Nowy Lad — even played a concert 
in Obemnitz, Germany, in 1995, despite anti-German 
sentiment among Polish neo-fascists and anti-Polish 
feelings among Germans. Mariusz Szczerski, singer in the 
Nazi band Honor, put it like this: 


“Adolf Hitler surely is an inseparable part of the world 
NS (National Socialist) movement. We are interested 
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Fascists march 
in Warsaw 

on Poland's 
Independence 
Day, 2015 


only in his political and social activities as he was a 
creator of the New Order called National Socialism. All 
his ideas about the pure Aryan race are great. But his 
aggression against Poland in ’39 is a real tragedy for us. 
We are not interested in any revisionist bullshit from 
those times, or from nowadays.” 


The first RAC band from Germany that visited Poland 
officially was Oi Doxie — but this was ten years after the 
1995 event. The “National Socialist black metal” movement 
(NSBM) also got behind Blood & Honour’s attempts to 
establish friendship between Polish and German Nazis. 


Nazi organisations 


Nazis from Germany’s Nazi NPD party have also made use 
of Polish far right activists, even though the party takes a 
strong position against members of the Polish community 
in Germany. The NPD’s newspaper Deutsche Stimme 

was produced not in Germany but in the west of Poland 
along with other German Nazi propaganda materials that 
cannot be produced on German territory for legal reasons. 
And according to an interview with former Nazi skinhead 
Manuel Bauer, German fascists also attended political 
“survival camps” held in Poland. 

On the Polish side, the National Rebirth of Poland (NOP) 
was the first fascist party to initiate international contacts. 
It was close to the International Third Position and became 
a member of European National Front along with fascist 
parties from other European countries, including the NPD. 
As far as we know, NPD activists visited Poland officially 
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You might think Hitler's invasion of Poland would 
be a barrier between German and Polish fascists, 
yet they are making links. Jacob Fleming reports 


in 1999 when the NOP organised a so-called national- 
revolutionary summer camp. 

The leader of the German delegation, Alexander von 
Webenau, said the Polish and German nationalists sat 
down together then for the first time since 1936, and that 
both side of the war in 1939 made many mistakes. These 
Polish followers of fascist ideology and Holocaust deniers 
did not have any problems with equating the attackers and 
the victims of the war. 

In same year two NOP members claimed in public that 
their party was supported financially by “friends from 
France, Italy, Spain and... Germany”. 


Cross-border friction 


But then contact between the two sides were broken off. 
The problem started when Hitler’s anti-Polish actions 
became better known in Poland’s fascist scene. Demanding 
the annexation of almost the whole of Poland turned out to 
be a bigger problem for them than hate speech — or even 
the killing of two Polish workers in Germany. So the NOP 
‘stopped its contacts with Germany. 

But Nazis from Blood & Honour did not care about any 
of this and still kept up their cross-border contacts. Blood 
& Honour members attended Nazi concerts around Europe 
and even visited some demonstrations in Germany. 

Both Blood & Honour and the NSBM movement in 
Germany have problems with organising concerts in the 
country for legal and other reasons. That is why they 
decided to operate abroad. And as Polish journalists and 
the anti-fascist movement have revealed many times, 


LTW played a 
joint gig with 
Nazi bands from 
Germany 
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Polish RAC band 


Polish special forces do not combat Nazi activities in 
Poland not only because they don’t want to, but also 
because they do not have information. It is the German 
authorities that keep an eye on what is happening. 


Bands maintain links 


For the next few years, elements of the Polish Nazi music 
scene continued to organise concerts and events featuring 
Nazi bands from Germany (and elsewhere). These events 
were organised in secrecy. 

But when Blood & Honour, under the banner of Club 28, 
decided to organise a noisy event in the Lower Silesia town 
of Gluszyca, a newspaper decided to reveal the fact that 
two Polish bands, Obted and LTW, and one connected with 
the Polish scene, Estonian Preserve White Aryans — which 
played at a festival advertised by the Polish fascist electoral 
alliance Ruch Narodowy — had organised a joint meeting 
with the bands Brainwash and Straffmass from Germany. 

Key organisers included Michael Hein from Germany and 
Krzysztof Stowinski from Poland. Both visit Blood & Honour 
events across Europe, including in Britain, Germany and 
Hungary. Both are friends of Marek Bialy from Wroclaw, 
who is the official distributor of the fascists’ favoured Thor 
Steinar and Ansgar Aryan clothing brands in Poland. 

Cooperation between Polish and German NSBM bands 
have never been fully revealed. The main problem was that 
the bands hid their ideology in order to get out from the 
niche Nazi scene and enter the extreme metal mainstream 
scene. But connections are easy to spot when we check 
where those bands played and which labels promote them. 

As far as we know, Wroclaw was first place where 
meetings between Nazis from different countries were held 
in Poland. That is why NSBM bands from there are welcome 
at music events organized by Hendrik Mobus, founder of the 
NSBM band Absurd, in Europe. For example, Dark Fury, 

a band from Wroclaw, was not able to play live in Poland 
until 2013 but it could do so in Germany, Italy and the Czech 
Republic. Berlin is a centre of the active NSBM network led 
by Mobus in which a few Polish bands are involved. 


The ‘German Antifa’ scandal 


Polish fascists have been happy to decry German anti- 
fascists, of course. In 2010 the Polish far right started 
to take over Independence Day marches in Warsaw and 
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Wroclaw, turning them into big demonstrations, with 
the support of football hooligans. A year later the fascists 
used the “German Antifa” scandal to attack their political 
opponents. 

Their claims, highlighted in the press, suggested that 
aggressive German anti-fascist activists were going to 
descend on Warsaw to oppose the march. “The Germans” 
would attack Warsaw for the first time since World War 
Two to wound Polish patriots on their Independence Day, 
the fascists claimed. 


Relations with Pegida 


The German far right and Islamophobic street movement 
Pegida has also been keen on trying to build structures in 
Poland. After a big anti-refugee demonstration in Warsaw 
organised by Polish Nazi group the National Radical Camp 
(ONR), the leaders of Ruch Narodowy wanted to make 
another attempt, this time with Pegida leader Tatjana 
Festerling. This was first time that Ruch Narodowy openly 
showed itself with a German far right politician. 

Yet Polish Pegida is just a Facebook page, so there has 
been no information of any further cooperation between 
the two organisations since then. This is probably because 
Ruch Narodowy, which did not mobilise great crowds, is 
wracked with internal crisis after three election campaigns 
(in which five Ruch Narodowy members have become MPs 
as part of the right wing populist Kukiz’15 Party). 

Ruch Narodowy leader Robert Winnicki has not given up 
though. He has tried to be part of a pan-European Pegida 
movement along with Hungarian and Czech nationalists. 
In May 2016 he went to an “international patriotic 
demonstration” in Dresden. 


Links in Pomerania 


Ruch Narodowy has always claimed that the NPD is not 

an ally for Polish nationalists. But Polish nationalists from 
Western Pomerania in Poland cooperated with a Nazi gang 
called Freie Pommern (“Free Pomerania”) from Pasewalk, 
just across the Polish-German border in the German 

part of Pomerania. The key people in this Polish-German 
alliance are Radostaw Krél, a racist hooligan follower of the 
Pogon Szczecin football team and Freie Pommern leader 
Norman Latzkov. 

Both Polish and German racists appeared on 13 
December 2015 in Szczecin, in Polish Western Pomerania, 
on an anti-refugee demonstration organised by Sylwester 
Chruszcz, a Kukiz’15 MP. After the demo they attacked 
an anti-racist demonstration organised by Otwarta 
Rzeczpostpolita, a group standing up against antisemitism 
and xenophobia. Tomasz Dorosz, leader of the local Nazi 
ONR branch took part in this attack. 


24 | Searchlight 


CO i ee i ee i ee i er i ear a ee ee rea 


secnsersRechte. 


Ukraine crisis 


The 2014 Ukraine crisis and civil war energised pro-Kremlin groups 
among the far right in Poland. Mateusz Piskorski, an ex-Nazi 
activist who turned to neo-Eurasianism, established the Zmiana 
(“Change”) party. 

The two most radical groups involved in Zmiana were the fascist Falanga 
and the Stalinist group, Communist Youth of Poland. Although both had 
their leaders in key party positions, they later left it. 

Falanga leader Bartosz Bekier was, along with Piskorski, a pro-Kremlin 
“observer” of the crisis. He also worked for the European Centre of 
Geopolitical Analysis - a pro-Kremlin think tank that has been active in 
Poland for many years. 

Under the banner of the think tank, Bekier and Piskorski organised 
a conference titled, “Poland and Germany in the era of US hegemony: 
together or against each other.” They invited Manuel Ochsenreiter from 
Russia Today and the magazine Deutsche Militarzeitschrift that praises Hitler's 
army, the Wermacht. Ochsenreiter is also an active pro-Kremlin observer of 
the crisis in Ukraine. 
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After these events, one of football hooligans the was 
interviewed anonymously: 


— Did your friends from the other side of Odra river (the 
Oder border river) know the action would take place on 
Grunwald Square? (Grunwald was a battle in 1410 between 
the Polish king’s army and the German Teutonic Order) 

— Who cares? They do not read Polish. 

— Those people praise the Third Reich and you have the 
symbol of the (Polish) Home Army on your scarf. 

— We are neighbours. We decided that they will respect 
our memory and we will respect their memory. Both of 
us are Pomeranians. Why we should stand against each 
other if we have same enemy? You won’t even write what 
I am talking about because they will censor you. 

— What exactly? 

— That our alliance is against foreign cultural sluts. In 
Szczecin, there are none yet but they are in Shwedt, 
Locknitz and Pasewalk. They will come here in a 
moment and build a mosque. We will not allow them to. 
Together with the Germans. 


Continuing connection 


Despite the organisation’s official line, some Ruch 
Narodowy activists have also been in touch with the 

NPD. In October 2015 the NPD youth organisation Junge 
Nationaldemokraten organised an international meeting 
to which fascists from Sweden, Spain, Finland, France 

and Serbia came. Editors of the Polish Szturm publication 
also appeared there. Szturm is an internet magazine led 
by activists from the fascist All Polish Youth and Boguslaw 
Koniuch, an ex-NOP leader from Bialystok. 

Other activists from western Poland turned out at a 
Dresden bombing memorial event on 16 February 2016. 
Polish and German fascists together honoured the victims 
of Allied bombing, which they called the Allies’ genocide. 
Of course, the Polish patriots did not mention any German 
crimes, but condemned Soviet and US crimes and claimed 
they were the victims of new invaders: Asian immigrants. 

Also in 2015, the Polish branch of Blood & Honour 
active in Lower Silesia around Club 28 organised another 
international event at which Polish and German RAC 
bands played together again. But the most important 
aspect of the event was that most of the audience was 
German. It is difficult to count how much money Blood & 
Honour made from the gig but ticket prices that are not 
expensive in western Europe are very big money in Poland. 

While Polish nationalists try to attract the German far 
right, some of the German Nazis have not responded in kind. 
Instead they attacked members of the Polish community 
in Locknitz, just inside the German border. In April 2015 
local authorities organised a meeting with local people from 
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Nazi NPD party 
produced a racist 
placard attacking 
Polish people (left) 
and Pegida on the 
march in Dresden, 
(below) 


immigrant communities, especially the Polish community, 
which is the biggest. Most of the attendees were local Poles, 
along with four Syrians and the German organisers. Suddenly 
three NPD members arrived to disrupt the meeting, declaring 
that both Poles and refugees “degraded” the German culture. 

The Polish Nazis did not know how to deal with the 
situation described in the press as an anti-Polish scandal. 
But this was not a problem for long. Organisers of the 
summer RAC festival Orle Gniazdo, who are connected 
with Ruch Narodowy, decided to invite Kategorie C, whose 
leader Hannes Ostendorf was involved in a 1991 arson 
attack on a refugee hostel, to play a live concert, despite 
Ostendorf’s background and the band’s links with both the 
NPD and German branch of Blood & Honour. 


Silence 


The many acts of disgusting collaboration between Polish 
and German Nazis are neither criticised in the media nor 
even reported publicly. This silence contrasts with the 
reporting of the “German Antifa scandal”, which was part 
of long campaign not only in the right wing press but also 
by liberal TV journalists. 

All Poland’s political leaders, including those of the 
governing PiS party, understand that a nationalist far right 
Europe would not be a good place for Polish people. But it 
seems they do not think they should actively fight against 
the neo-fascist movement at home, whose leaders are the 
useful idiots of more intelligent and powerful pro-Kremlin 
organisations such as Pegida or Hungary’s Jobbik. ® 


Searchlight | 25 


Photo: Metropolico.org 


Resistance in Greece 


Anti-fascists in Greece are campaigning around the trial of leading figures from the 
Golden Dawn party, and taking to the streets as well. Petros Constantinou reports 


he fascist Golden Dawn 
party began its electoral 
rise in 2012, winning 7% 
of the vote and 19 seats 
in parliament — up from 
just 0.2% in the elections of 2009. 

In the period of deepening 
economic crisis after 2008, austerity 
programmes imposed by successive 
Greek governments destroyed jobs 
and services, leaving the political 
system in crisis. The left wing Syriza 
party rose from 4% to 36% at the 
same time — but the Nazis found their 
way to the centre of politics. 

They played the card of racism at 
a time when the government was 
scapegoating migrants with mass 
arrests, extensive street search and 
the imprisonment of thousands of 
refugees in concentration camps. 

What was distinctive was Golden 
Dawn’s use of organised paramilitary 
storm troops, imitating Hitler’s tactics 


of controlling the streets through 
terror, attacking with knives and 
sticks and prepared to kill migrants, 
LGBT people, left militants, Roma 
people and trade unionists. 

Keerfa — the United Movement 
Against Racism and the Fascist 
Threat — was launched in 2009 to 
confront the fascists’ rise and the racist 
attacks on migrants. Keerfa together 
with the Pakistani Community of 
Greece mobilised thousands in local 


neighbourhoods to resist Golden Dawn. 


After their electoral successes, the 
Nazis decided to escalate terror by 
organising a wave of attacks aiming 
to stop the general turn to the left 
in politics and transform ordinary 
people’s anger against austerity into 
hate for refugees and the left. They 
were defeated by the new anti-fascist, 
anti-racist movement that came out 
onto the streets defending migrants. 

In September 2013, just after the 


Golden Dawn trial: appeal 
for international solidarity 


“Keerfa - the United Movement 
Against Racism and the Fascist 
Threat - invites you to support us 
in the trial of Golden Dawn. 

Send a delegation to watch the 
trial. Send message of support. And 
we urgently need you to donate as 
the complex trial will last at least one 
more year. 

The expenses are huge. They must 
cover a systematic street campaign 
with posters and leaflets. There are 
also expenses for the trial as the 
lawyers do not take money from the 
victims of Golden Dawn, but must 
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pay 1,720 euros to the state to have 
the right to support the victims. We 
support four lawyers acting for the 
victims and against Golden Dawn. 
We call on every trade union to 
donate to the anti-fascist campaign. 
Please send your donations to: 
KEERFA, National Bank of Greece 
account no. 167/470832-65, IBAN 
GR78 0110 1670 0000 1674 7083 265 
SWIFT ETHNGRAA. 
You can also donate by sending 
a cheque, made payable to KEERFA, 
to us at: Keerfa, Aiolou street 47, 
Athens 10551, Greece. 


Constantinou 
coordinator of 
United Movement 
Against Racism 


and the Fascist 


local councillor in 


murder of the young anti-fascist 
musician Pavlos Fyssas by Giorgos 
Roupakias, a member of Golden Dawn, 
the Greek police arrested the party’s 
leaders, as well as other members 
involved in criminal activities. 


Trial 


The government was forced to crack 
down against the fascists only after 
anti-fascists successfully won the 
trade unions to call a 48-hour general 
strike demanding the dismantling 

of the Nazis’ storm troops and the 
closure of Golden Dawn’s central 
offices. A demonstration of more 
than 50,000 people marched to 

the headquarters of Golden Dawn, 
stopping only in the face of the police 
attacking with teargas. 

After a lengthy process, which 
went on for nine months, the Court 
of Appeal decided to prosecute 68 
people, among them a number of 
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Golden Dawn MPs. The prosecution 
of those accused of participation 

in a criminal organisation focuses 
on criminal offences committed by 


members of Golden Dawn since 2008. 


The trial eventually began in April 
2015. It is focused on three main 
cases: the Pavlos Fyssas murder, 
the attempted murder of Egyptian 
fishermen and the attempted murder 
of trade unionists from the PAME 
trade union federation. 

Those three cases underline the 
organised mode of action of Golden 
Dawn and the full control of its 
leadership. 

Unfortunately, the trial of Golden 
Dawn, often characterised as one of 
the most important trials of modern 
Greek history, didn’t receive enough 
public attention. From the start, any 
publicity — recording, TV cameras etc 
— was prohibited. 

So for 14 months the trial was held 
in isolation. It is only now taking 
place in the Court of Appeal, after 
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Golden Dawn on 


the march in 2015 


many months of persistent efforts 

by campaigners and a dramatic call 
by Pavlos Fyssas’s mother to get it 
transferred from a remote courtroom 
in the Korydallos prison in Piraeus. 

Persistent requests finally 
convinced Greek prime minister 
Alexis Tsipras to intercede in order 
to put an end to this degradation 
of the judicial process. But now the 
trial is being conducted with all 
the defendants free — including the 
murderer of Pavlos Fyssas — after 18 
months of temporary imprisonment. 

Provocative behaviour by the 
accused and their threats towards the 
prosecution and the Fyssas family 
are unfortunately very common and 
increased substantially due to the lack 
of publicity. 

The trial will also be hugely 
expensive for the anti-fascists trying 
to drive the prosecution through 
because of the scale and long duration 
of the case. Keerfa’s lawyers and the 
publicity campaign for the trial are 


only partially covered by donations. 
Readers of Searchlight can help 
support anti-fascists in Greece with 
donations to help cover legal costs — 
see panel, left. 

The completion of the trial of 
Golden Dawn is of paramount 
importance and its outcome will be 
a milestone both for Greece and for 
European society. 


Fight 


It is a fight for all workers, for 

the youth movement and for any 
democrat who wants to put an end to 
the seeming immunity from criminal 
prosecution enjoyed by Golden Dawn 
and the deliberate concealment of 
Nazi criminals by the police. 

We can win the trial, sending a 
message all around Europe that Nazis 
shall not pass anywhere. This would 
be an important defeat not only for 
the neo-Nazi party in Greece that tries 
to use terror against us, but also for 
every fascist party in Europe. w 
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n international meeting called by Keerfa — 
the United Movement Against Racism and 
the Fascist Threat — was held over a warm 
October weekend in Athens. The many 
anti-racist and anti-fascist organisations 
present adopted a raft of priorities for the coming year. 

The range of speeches by the panel speakers and from the 
floor was inspiring and sometimes chilling. 

They discussed the different manifestations of the far 
right, the state response to refugee and migrant communities 
and, crucially, the anti-racist and anti-fascist response and 
resistance. There were participants from the UK, Austria, 
Netherlands, Denmark, France, Germany, Switzerland and 
Turkey and elsewhere. 

Keerfa’s focus in Greece is two-fold: ensuring that the 
Golden Dawn trial continues (see page 26) , while also 
keeping up the campaign for refugee rights and fostering a 
climate of solidarity with refugees. ’ 

Speakers condemned the conditions in the “temporary 
immigrant centres” as they are known in Catalufia — more 
correctly referred to by many activists as “concentration 
camps” — and the physical borders of razor wire and walls. 

There was also discussion of illegal expulsions of 
migrants, problems in the provision of education, health 
and housing to refugee and migrant communities, and cuts 
and austerity measures being cited as bogus reasons for 
government inability to support refugee communities. 

Others spoke of the rise in Islamophobia and the 
demonisation of Muslims in the media and by the state. 


Cathy Pound 
from Trade 
Union Friends 
of Searchlight 
reports from 
Athens 
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Greek activists said some refugee families were being 
rounded up to be removed from Greece, with children 
taken from school premises — police helicopters had 
pursued those who tried to escape. UK delegates no 
doubt wondered whether the information on children’s 
nationality that teachers are being asked to request could 
be used for such a purpose. 

Keerfa activists also spoke of the far right re-grouping as 
“concerned citizens and parents”. Vigilance and constant 
challenging of racist rhetoric were needed — not to convert the 
fascists themselves but to ensure that others were not drawn 
in by racists and fascists posing as “concerned citizens”. 

Greek fascists had attempted a physical attack in an area 
with high number of migrants but anti-fascists and trade 
unionists had mobilised to defend the migrant community. 
The prompt and effective anti-fascist response had curbed 
further repeats of this tactic but the level of individual racist 
attacks was high — as in other European countries, including 
Britain, especially following the EU referendum. 

Keerfa coordinator Petros Constantinou emphasised that 
while the fascists were not at their strongest, they were not 
weak either. They continued to pose a real and ongoing 
threat. Petros also called for anti-fascists to continue to attend 
the Golden Dawn trial. Speakers explained how support in the 
public gallery could have an impact on the outcome as well as 
providing solidarity to witnesses against Golden Dawn. 

Petros also reminded delegates at the event that refugees 
and migrants were not passive “victims”, but people “on 
the frontline of the movement”. 
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Hitler’s helpers in 
wartime Britain 


What Did You Do During 
the War? The Last 
Throes of the British 
Pro-Nazi Right 1940-45 


Richard Griffiths 
(Routledge, £19.99) 


ichard Griffiths is already 

established as one of the 

most important historians 

of British fascism. His 

latest book is the one of 
three from Routledge’s new “Fascism 
and the Far Right” series that we will 
review in this issue of Searchlight. It 
is also the third in a trilogy by Griffiths 
that forensically examines antisemitic 
and pro-Nazi sentiment and activity 
among sections of the aristocracy, 
upper and middle classes. 

Intensively researched from both 
primary and secondary sources, 
Griffiths’ books present a disturbing 
picture of a British establishment 
that was sympathetic to the 
authoritarianism and antisemitism of 
the Nazi regime and, in some cases, 
even longed for a similar extreme 
right dictatorship in the UK. They 
have been the starting point for all 
subsequent research in this area. 

What Did you Do During the 
War? examines a broad spectrum 
of responses to Nazi Germany in 
the UK once war had been declared 
in 1939. Some individuals created 
subversive organisations to promote 
antisemitism and plot for the Third 
Reich while others publicly disavowed 
their pro-Nazi views while holding 
those same views in private. Others 
were scared by the threat of detention 
or public condemnation and tried to 
hide their previous involvement. 
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But a small minority changed their 
views entirely, emerging after the war 
as genuine anti-racists — the most 
notable example being John Coast, 

a fanatical antisemite before the war 
whose experience of imprisonment 


in a camp in Asia helped to change 
his views. After the war Coast became 
a campaigner for post-colonial 
independence and Indonesian culture 
and a successful liberal promoter of 
the arts. 

Each chapter of this book examines 
a different case study, including 
the insidious pro-Hitlerism in 
works by popular historians such 
as Sir Arthur Bryant, the calculated 
deceptions and mythmaking of British 
Union of Fascists leader Oswald 
Mosley, the “blood and soil” proto- 
environmentalists of the “back to the 
land” movement, the fate of those 
fascists interned during the war, the 
traitorous activities of Lord Sempill 
and the renegades who broadcast 
propaganda for Nazi Germany, the 
accommodation of the extreme right 
by some within the peace movement 
and the fascist faithful who tried to 
revive the movement immediately 
after the war, even with the horrors 


of the Holocaust seared into public 
consciousness. 

A common theme throughout 
is “the charmed lives of pillars of 
society”. While many dedicated 
followers of fascism from the working 
class were detained during the war, 
along with a handful of prominent 
titled leaders such as Mosley, Captain 
Archibald Ramsay MP and Admiral 
Sir Barry Domvile, “an extensive array 
of dukes, barons, earls, viscountesses, 
and assorted aristocrats, together with 
other ‘pillars of society’ managed to 
escape such a fate”. 

As Griffiths convincingly 
demonstrates, the establishment, 
then as now, tended to look after its 
own no matter how reprehensible 
their views. There is an excellent — 
and appropriately named — “Rogues’ 
Gallery” as an appendix, which has 
very useful pen portraits of some of 
these dubious toffs. 

Every chapter has great insights but 
this reader was particularly struck by 
two in particular — one on Mosley’s 
mythmaking and one on the overlap 
between some pacifists and pro-Nazis. 

“The myth of Mosley’s patriotism” 
is a devastatingly effective debunking 
of the lie that Mosley was a genuine 
patriot interested in peace rather than 
an antisemitic Nazi sympathiser. It 


Balcony scene: 
Oswald Mosley 
with Mussolini 


Searchlight | 29 


clearly delineates how Mosley used 
selective editing and retrospective 
falsification of the historical record to 
downplay his antisemitism and recast 
himself — entirely mendaciously — as 
a genuine patriot and supporter of the 
war effort rather than a traitor. 

As Griffiths writes: “This has 
been an examination of merely one 
aspect of the mythmaking that was 


and researchers to present a favourable 

interpretation of their beloved 

“Leader”. Jeff Wallder (pen-name 

Gordon Beckwell) and other remnants 

of this tradition continue to attempt 

to influence the historical and public 

record in a pro-Mosley manner. 
However, genuine in-depth research 

by historians such as Griffiths, 

Stephen Dorril, Colin Holmes, Daniel 


some pacifists attended Mosley rallies... 
while Peace News published articles 
blaming Jews for the impending war 


undertaken by Mosley from that 
point on, and which was to reach its 
apogee in his post war apologiae. That 
mythmaking was to be unbelievably 
influential on most later accounts of 
his pre-war and wartime activities.” 
This distorted historical narrative 
sought to portray Mosley as the great 
“lost leader” in British politics whose 
supposed “wisdom” on economics was 
ignored by the mainstream. It claimed 
that he was “a great British patriot” 
and deliberately attempted to soften 
or excuse the true nature of Mosley’s 
deep-seated antisemitism, his extensive 
links with (and funding from) Mussolini 
and Hitler, and his close personal and 
organisational ties with post-war Nazis. 
This Mosley myth was carefully 
cultivated by the man himself in his 
self-serving autobiography and by 
some foolishly sympathetic biographers 
such as Lord Skidelsky. The archivists 
and propagandists of the Friends of 
Oswald Mosley organisation (FOM) 
also played a role. In return for access 
to its documentary and photographic 
archives, the FOM has tried to influence 
successive generations of historians 


Hitler: 
Mosley had 
extensive linksg% 
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Tilles and Graham Macklin has 
repeatedly exposed the lies of the 
Mosley apologists. 

Griffiths’ chapter on the “infiltration 
of the peace movement” exposes how 
elements of the movement “became 
tempered with a desire to see the best 
in the motives of Nazi Germany, and 
in some cases, positively to promote 
pro-Nazi attitudes”. He adds: “In part 
this may have been due to naivety; 
but one must also consider the fact 
that, from 1939 onwards, the various 
fascist and pro-Nazi movements were 
encouraging their members to join the 
Peace Pledge Union.” 

Some pacifists attended Mosley 
rallies and became involved with 
outright pro-Nazi groups like the 
British People’s Party, while Peace 
News published articles blaming 
Jews for the impending war. This 
collaboration between the pro-Nazi 
right and elements of the peace 
movement was noted at the time both 
by George Orwell and by MI5. Griffiths 
gives an excellent and chilling account 
but this is surely an area where more 
research would be useful, not least 
given its contemporary resonances. 

What Did You Do During the War? 
is another huge contribution to the 
historiography of British fascism and 
deserves to be widely read. I cannot 
recommend it highly enough. It is 
essential reading for anyone wanting to 
understand the dangers of elite support 
for extreme right views in the UK and 
a warning of the occasionally fine line 
between right wing Conservatism and 
outright fascism. @ 


Review by Leopold Trepper 


Fascist in the Family: 
The Tragedy of John 
Beckett MP 


Francis Beckett 
(Routledge, £16.99) 


nti-fascists often 
invoke historical 
precedent. This can 
be a commemoration 
of community self- 
defence and solidarity like the recent 
anniversary of the Battle of Cable 
Street. It can also be a warning 
against the dangers of the past as 
in the slogan “Never again”, which 
reminds us of the unique horrors of 
the Holocaust. Learning from history 
is a vital part of political education 
and activism. 

Routledge’s new “Fascism and the 
Far Right” series is therefore to be 
warmly welcomed for its exploration 
of the history of British and European 
fascism. Here we look at another book 
in the series, Fascist in the Family: 
The Tragedy of John Beckett MP. 

In 1924, John Beckett was 30 
years old, Labour’s youngest MP, a 
rising star in the Independent Labour 
Party, a close confidant of Clement 
Attlee and other leading Labour 
movement figures, and seemingly 
destined for great things. But it all 
went disastrously wrong and he 
ended up tragically squandering his 
considerable talents far from the seat 
of government on the squalid fringes 
of British political life, among fascists, 
antisemites and Nazi fellow travellers. 

His son Francis Beckett, an 
acclaimed biographer, political 
historian and journalist, tells this 
compelling story with admirable 
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of family, fascism 
and failure 


candour. While pulling no punches in 
condemning his father’s antisemitism, 
racism and fascism, he also tries 

to understand how an intelligent, 


THE FAMILy 


The tragedy of john Beckets mp 


passionate, idealistic and humorous 
man could have been seduced by the 
inherent absurdity, unreason and 
bigotry of the extreme right. And 

we also have the startling revelation 
that John Beckett — one of Britain’s 
leading antisemites for 20 years — had 
a Jewish mother, whom he adored, 
and concealed his own Jewish identity 
throughout his life. 

Despite Beckett’s talent for writing, 
campaigning and propaganda, he was 
also reckless, self-destructive and had 
a complicated personal life. He was 
prone to terrible political choices, and 
made poor decisions in his judgement 
of others and in his financial affairs. 

After losing his parliamentary seat 
and then falling out with the Labour 
Party, he joined Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists in 1934 and became 
a paid official, editing several of its 
publications and coordinating its 
propaganda. Beckett was purged in 
1937 as Mosley looked to cut costs 
after the withdrawal of his funding 
from Mussolini. 
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At this juncture, Beckett perhaps had 
the chance to get out of the extreme 
right altogether but he foolishly threw 
in his lot with the fanatical antisemite 
William Joyce, later to be notorious 
as “Lord Haw-Haw’, in the National 
Socialist League. Beckett did eventually 
leave the organisation but then became 
involved in other fringe anti-war groups 
incorporating pacifists, antisemites and 
Nazi sympathisers. 

In 1940 the wartime government, 
probably understandably, rounded up 
hundreds of right wing extremists as 
potential traitors under Regulation 
18B and Beckett was detained in 
prison. He was released in 1943, still 
under parole restrictions and heavy 
surveillance by the security services. 

The author alleges that MI5 
intervened to have Beckett sacked from 
his job as a hospital administrator, 
which resulted in him falling back 
into his old extreme right milieu and 
resurrecting the British People’s Party 
(BPP) under the patronage of the Duke 
of Bedford. The BPP even attracted 
the attentions of the 
young Nazi ideologue 
Colin Jordan, who 
later spoke highly of 
Beckett. 

But when the 
duke shot himself 
a few years later, 
Beckett was forced 
into a peripatetic lifestyle as a stock 
tipster and columnist, desperately 
trying to generate income for 
his young family and eventually 
embracing the comforts of right wing 
Catholicism. He died in 1964. 

Francis Beckett weaves this story of 
family, fascism and failure with skill. 
There are terrific character sketches of 
figures in both the Labour movement 
and in the deranged far right. Welcome 
jolts of black humour are often used to 
attack the pretensions of fascism such 


as the unquestioned veneration of the 
“Leader”. He also exposes the security 
services — who tapped John Beckett’s 
phone, tailed him and opened his mail 
— delving not just into political activity 
but also the private spaces of everyday 
life, which raises interesting civil liberty 
dilemmas. 

While the author is unrelenting in 
his criticism of his father’s bigotry, 
we also see glimpses of pathos and 
moments of domesticity that provide 
a much more rounded picture of a 
contradictory and complex man. 

Francis Beckett first told this story 
nearly 20 years ago in a book called 
The Rebel Who Lost His Cause: The 
Tragedy of John Beckett MP, but he 
has considerably expanded on that 
earlier work (this book is probably 
50% longer) and gone into far more 
telling detail on both his own and 
the family history — this is a much 
stronger, harder-hitting and more 
comprehensive narrative. 

The author has also benefited from 
recent access to the documents on his 


father released to the Public Records 
Office, including voluminous MI5 files, 
as well as more scholarship on British 
fascism. It must have been difficult to 
confront the painful “sins of the father” 
again, but we should congratulate him 
for making that effort as this succeeds 
admirably as memoir, biography and 
political history. From a life doomed to 
failure and hate, his son has created a 


lasting literary triumph. * 


Review by Leopold Trepper 
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There are terrific character sketches of 
figures in both the Labour movement 
and in the deranged far right 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular analyst reviews a new biography of 
William Joyce, the British propagandist for the Nazis 
who became known as Lord Haw-Haw 


The real Haw-Haw 


broken down into pithy, highly readable chunks. Holmes 
writes with both enthusiasm and precision, examining 
Joyce’s life in the book via a series of themed sections. 
These deal with his early life, his fascist politics before the 
Second World War, his time as a propagandist in Germany, 
his wartime reception in Britain, his trial after the war and 
his “afterlife” and memory. 


Searching for Lord Haw-Haw: The 
Political Lives of William Joyce 


Colin Holmes (Routledge, £14.99) 


SEARCHING FOR , ‘ 
LORD HAW-HAW The first section draws a detailed picture of the young 


Joyce, during the unstable period when he formed his 
political identity both in Ireland and England. What 


hy do we need a new biography 
of William Joyce? After all, with 


accounts ranging from Rebecca emerges is an often paranoid, yet also aspirational, young 
West’s and Jack Cole’s to Mary man. Joyce was someone who failed in his ambitions to 
Kenny’s, among others, surely join the civil service, was frustrated with mainstream 
there are already enough detailed accounts of this politics and from the early 1920s yearned for a radical 
notorious British fascist —- a man who, during the Second alternative. He turned to fascism. 
World War, became a leading Nazi propagandist, dubbed Holmes’s new account underscores Joyce’s early 
Lord Haw-Haw by the press. fascination with political radicalism, explaining that he 
However, according to Colin Holmes in this thoroughly joined the British Fascists in 1923 and by the following 


up to date reassessment of Joyce’s life and activities, there 
is indeed a need for a new study. This is because, as he puts 


it: “Joyce’s biographers have been deceived by a carefully Joyce joined the British Fascists inl eyes t 
crafted deception. He lied constantly to enhance his and by the following year wasa trusted 


image.” Holmes’s argument is that previous biographers 


have been taken in by these deceptions, which have also member of this nascent organisation of 
been put about by friends and family of Joyce, people who 


have sought to soften his often violent and deceitful nature INterwaYr British fascism 
While previous impressions of Joyce have hardly been 
flattering outside such sympathetic circles, Holmes takes 


up the challenge of overcoming the remaining areas of year was a trusted member of this nascent organisation of 
deception with relish. In doing so, Searching for Lord interwar British fascism. This initial interest in fascist ideas 
Haw-Haw achieves a major reinterpretation of one of is a point that Holmes stresses has been missed in the past, 
interwar Britain’s leading fascists. Ss “skimmed over” at best by previous biographers. 
As one would expect, Holmes engages with many new Paul Jackson is By the 1930s, Joyce was active and increasingly 
archival sources and also develops his new reading of a senior lecturer significant in the British Union of Fascists, and Holmes’s 
Joyce’s politics by drawing on some of the latest approaches __ in history at account of these years offers some interesting new detail. 
to analysing fascist ideology. The result is the definitive book Northampton Joyce’s connections with potentially useful, influential 
on Joyce. It also successfully casts much fresh light on the University, contacts are discussed, as are his failings, which finally led 
state of British fascism in the period. specialising in to his departure from the most significant of the British 
For the general reader in particular, it is worth noting extreme right fascist groups of the era. 
that the book has an accessible structure and chapters are ideology today Holmes’s exploration of Joyce after he left the BUF is 
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revealing too. Again, the author highlights crucial nuances, 
such as the fact that Joyce founded his own tiny National 
Socialist League a year earlier than is usually recognised, in 
1936 not 1937. It was created before he left the BUF, after 
an earlier disagreement with Mosley. 

The picture of Joyce as a struggling, jobbing tutor as 
well as a committed National Socialist living the life of a 
marginal fascist ahead of the outbreak of the war is well 
known. However, there is more revealing detail here from 
the archives, in particular on Joyce’s relationship with 
British intelligence contacts. This includes new analysis 
of the reasons for his departure for Germany in 1939, just 
before the outbreak of war. 

The book examines Joyce’s wartime years in great depth 
too. While in Germany, he worked as a radio propagandist 
and wrote other material as well. His book, Twilight Over 
England, was competed in January 1940 — it found a role 
as propaganda targeting British prisoners of war captured 
by Germany. 

Joyce’s book was written at a time when Germany was 
allied to the USSR, and Holmes’s account makes the 
effort to draw out how Joyce’s anti-communist views 
were actually tempered in his book, as were anti-Irish 
sentiments, in order to conform to wider expectations from 
the Nazi regime at this time. 

There is also discussion of Joyce’s take on standout 
moments of the war, from the discovery of the Katyn 
Massacre — a major propaganda theme for the Nazi regime 
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— where Joyce’s anti-communism could be given free reign, 
to the impact of the D-Day landings. 

The book offers much fascinating detail on Joyce’s 
propaganda work in Germany and its reception in Britain, 
along with plenty of biographical detail. This includes 
Joyce’s faltering relationship with his wife, Margaret, while 
in Germany. 

She too broadcast for the Nazis, but unlike her husband 
was not put on trial after the defeat of the regime. The 
couple’s relationship was tested by the war and Joyce could 
clearly be a cruel man in private. Personality flaws come 
out in other ways too. For example, a detailed account of 
Joyce’s capture explains that he could have avoided it if he 
had been a more cautious man. 

The book’s chapters on Joyce’s final months present 
a detailed account of Britain’s efforts to ensure he could 


Searching for Lord Haw-Haw achieves 
a major re-interpretation of one of 
interwar Britain’s leading fascists 


William Joyce 
was captured 
after being shot 
in the leg by 
British troops in 
Germany in 1945 


be prosecuted, as well as his trial and appeals. Holmes 
examines some key issues, such as legal ambiguities over 
Joyce’s nationality, and places all this in a wider context. 
He draws out issues such as support for Joyce from figures 
like the Duke of Bedford and others linked to his British 
People’s Party. 

The book’s strength is its examination of Joyce’s 
temperament and character. It not only presents a credible 
perspective highlighting his many flaws, but also frames 
him as a man driven by a belief in his fascist ideals. 

For example, Holmes powerfully captures not only the 
uncertainty Joyce faced when he left Britain in 1939, but 
also his hopes that he was on the right side of history. This 
is no demonisation of Joyce. 

However, for me, there remain some areas where the 
book could have delved further into Joyce’s version of 
fascism. In particular, although the book offers a wealth of 
information on Joyce’s life, antisemitic attitudes and Nazi 
sympathies, there could have been further examination of 
the content of his broadcasts and writings, exploring them 
as examples of fascist cultural production. 

Did Joyce really have a clear idea of what an alternative, 
fascist society might look like? Though clearly a 
compromised book, is there more to say about Twilight 
Over England, or other writings? These sorts of questions 
could have been examined further. 

Such limitations certainly do not detract from the book’s 
overall value though. It offers not only the definitive account 
of Joyce, but also a fresh perspective on British fascism 
in the era of the Second World War. It is a must-read for 
anyone interested in the history of British fascism. e 
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"You don't define me’ 


The Sun doesn't set the agenda for Channel 4 News journalist 
Fatima Manji, despite columnist Kelvin Mackenzie's attack on her 
for wearing a hijab on screen. Cathy Pound finds out more 


atima Manji, a journalist with Channel 4 News 

since 2012, was the speaker at this year’s 

Claudia Jones Memorial Lecture, hosted by the 

National Union of Journalists’ black members 

council. Fatima spoke of her admiration for the 
achievements of Trinidad-born Claudia Jones as a black 
woman, arriving in the UK in 1955. Jones founded the 
West Indian Gazette and Afro-Asian Caribbean News, 
the first major black newspaper in England, and used it to 
launch campaigns and marches against the Commonwealth 
Immigration Act. 

Fatima noted that Jones had been a pioneer in many 
areas, recognising the “triple oppression” experienced by 
women of colour — as a person of colour, as a woman and 
as someone more likely to face economic hardship — in the 
days before concepts like “intersectionality”. 

The Channel 4 journalist made it clear that she did not 
want herself to be defined, in the way The Sun columnist 
Kelvin MacKenzie has notoriously done, as a “hijab- 
wearing” newsreader when he 
criticised Channel 4 for its 
choice of presenter to report 

on the terrorist attack in Nice. 

MacKenzie called on readers 

to complain to Ofcom, the 

media regulator. But 

he did not himself 
lodge a complaint 

and the watchdog 
received only 17 

complaints on 
the matter 

— none of 
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Fatima Manji: 
the Channel 4 
News journalist 
targeted by 
Kelvin MacKenzie 


which was upheld. Ofcom ruled that “the way in which 
the presenter chose to dress in this case did not raise any 
issues” under its rules. 

In turn Fatima, ITN chiefs and — at the latest count 
— over 2,000 others complained to the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO) about MacKenzie’s 
column on the grounds of “discrimination, harassment 
and accuracy”. But in a controversial ruling IPSO said 
MacKenzie was “entitled to express his view”. 

Fatima told the audience about her journey to become 
a news presenter. She made it clear that she had had to 
prove herself at every stage to be accepted and to progress 
in her career. She had not been offered positions as a 
“token Muslim” presenter, but through repeatedly proving 
her talent and knowledge — and she made it clear that 
she gained her current position at Channel 4 through an 
application and interview process. 


Under-representation 


Fatima described the under-representation of people from 
black and minority ethnic communities in journalism, 
citing research by City University, London, which found 
that just 0.4% of British journalists were Muslim and only 
0.2% were black — despite Muslims making up nearly 5% 
of the UK population and black people comprising 3%. 
Women were also underrepresented — the study found that 
55% of journalists were male. 

There were huge hurdles facing would-be journalists as well 
as discrimination, she said. The route into the profession was 
now often through a master’s degree, with crippling course 
fees, and through unpaid internships to gain experience and 
get a “foot in the door”, something only the privileged could 
afford to do. In response to questions from the audience, 
Fatima said it was worth picking your battles — not to turn 
a blind eye to discrimination but to learn when you could 
succeed in addressing an issue and be in a position of strength 
to do so. 

She relayed some examples of discrimination 
that others had shared with her, emphasising that 
these were anonymous accounts as people did 
not feel protected enough to speak out. Fatima 
also championed membership of the NUJ for 
all journalists, as a vital insurance policy, 
especially if a journalist ever needed to call 
on legal or other assistance when facing 
discrimination in the workplace. 2 
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Justice for Miroslav 


The death of a young Romani man in an incident involving police in the Czech Republic 
has sparked widespread concern both there and in the UK. Cathy Pound reports 


omani activists and 

the family of Miroslav 

Demeter gathered outside 

the Czech embassy in 

London at the end of 
October. They were demanding justice 
for Miroslav, who died during an 
incident with the police in a pizza shop 
in Zatec, Czech Republic, on 18 October. 

The petition called for a proper 

investigation into the death of the 
27 year old Romani man. Miroslav 


Miroslav’s supporters are concerned 
that the autopsy ordered by the court to 
establish the cause of death states that 
“no third party” was responsible, and 
that no one has been arrested for the 
assault that preceded his death, whether 
it was the cause of his death or not. 

A second autopsy is being organised 
by representatives of Miroslav’s 
family, who were inexplicably stopped 
by the police from seeing their son’s 
body ahead of the first autopsy. 


Romani people 


face racist 
violence and 
discrimination 
in the Czech 
Republic 


Events to remember the young Romani man and 
demand justice for him have been reported across 
England and throughout the Czech Republic 


reportedly went into the pizza shop to 
buy some cigarettes. After an incident 
that remains disputed, footage taken 
by members of the public shows him 
being held down on the floor by police. 
Further footage shows paramedics who 
were also called to the scene failing in 
their attempts to revive him. 

Eye witnesses describe Miroslav 
being set upon by men inside the 
pizzeria, and the exact sequence of 
events has not yet been established. But 
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Days beforetthe petition was 
delivered to the Czech embassy in 
London, Romani people gathered 
in Zatec to commemorate Miroslav. 
But other men, including some 
who appeared to be neo-Nazis, 
also gathered near the peaceful 
commemoration event. 

Police recommended to the Demeter 
family that only close relatives should 
attend Miroslav’s funeral. But high 
feelings among the Czech Roma 


community mean the case has taken on 
national significance. 

A gathering to remember 
Miroslav also took place in Tredwell, 
Gloucestershire, where of 160 people 
from the Czech community in the 
UK created a shrine of candles and a 
photograph of Miroslav. Other events 
to remember the young Romani man 
and demand justice for him have 
been reported across England and 
throughout the Czech Republic. 

Discrimination and violence against 
the Roma community have been a fact 
of life in the Czech Republic for many 
years. The EU has provided funds to 
train the Czech police force in 
anti-racist practice and for schemes 
aimed at enrolling police cadets from 
the Roma community. 

But such initiatives will take years 
to change attitudes to Roma both 
within the police force and among the 
wider public. 

For the family of Miroslav Demeter 
and for the Romani community in 
the Czech Republic these changes are 
needed now, so a full investigation can 
be carried out into Miroslav’s death. 
As the Romea.cz website puts it, young 
men “do not just up and die”. @ 
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Standing strong 


Hundreds turned out for this year’s Stand Up to Racism conference. 
Cathy Pound from Trade Union Friends of Searchlight was there 


ver 1,500 trade 

unionists and anti-racist 

activists gathered for 

Stand Up to Racism’s 

conference in October, 
called to galvanise individuals and 
organisations into a network to be at 
the forefront of challenging racism by 
supporting refugees while confronting 
Islamophobia, antisemitism and other 
forms of racism. 

Sessions were held on wide-ranging 
subjects including the rise of the far 
right across Europe, the Extremism 
Bill and the government’s failing 
Prevent programme, and the rise in 
racist abuse and attacks since the EU 
referendum. 

The plenary sessions in the main 
hall were packed to hear speaker 
after speaker. Alex Kenny from the 


conference and made a strong call for 
politicians, trade unionists and the 
anti-racist movement to challenge the 
racist “poison polluting mainstream 
politics” and public opinion. 

Gloria spoke of how the short- 
lived former leader of UKIP, Diane 
James, was reported to have felt 
“traumatised” after being spat on 
and verbally abused at Waterloo 
station by someone opposing her 
views. Gloria said she obviously did 
not condone the abuse but said it had 
made her reflect on how such abuse 
was the reality for people from black 
and ethnic minority communities 
every day. “Try being black for a day, 
Diane,” she said. 

She also described how Eastern 
European families in Lewisham, south 
east London, where she lives, had told 


Teachers reported that some five year 
olds, when asked where they were born, 
replied: ‘From my mummy’s tummy’ 


National Union of Teachers told 

the conference how teachers were 
working against racism but had to 
deal with the “toxic atmosphere” 
created by Prevent, which was stifling 
open debate in schools and requiring 
teachers to report the children they 
teach. Now teachers are being asked 
for the first time to collect information 
about the country of birth and 
nationality of all pupils. 

In some areas teachers have been 
instructed to ask their pupils directly. 
Teachers had reported that some 
five year olds, when asked where 
they were born, replied: “From my 
mummy’s tummy.” 

Gloria Mills, a member of the TUC 
executive, brought its greetings to the 


their children not to speak their native 
language outside the house for fear of 
abuse or attack. “These are the times 
we are living in,” she said. 

The TUC had passed a resolution 
to challenge racism wherever it may 
be, working with all communities 
and challenging harassment and 
discrimination in the workplace. 
Gloria ended by arguing that the 
anti-racist movement was needed now 
more than ever. 

Lord Alf Dubs spoke of his own 
experience of fleeing the Nazis in the 
former Czechoslovakia and arriving 
in the UK via the Kindertransport 
rescue operation as a child refugee. 
Dubs had felt compelled to table an 
amendment to the Immigration Bill 


demanding that the government to 
allow 3,000 child refugees from Syria 
and neighbouring countries to be 
brought to safety in the UK. 

It felt like a great victory when the 
amendment passed in May 2016. 
But Dubs noted that continued 
pressure had been needed to ensure 
the government actually took action 
— the first unaccompanied children 
only arrived in the UK on 17 October; 
five months after the amendment 
was carried by parliament. A friendly 
welcome party had eventually greeted 
the coach arriving at the UK Visa and 
Immigration office in Croydon. ® 


You can see videos from the conference 
at standuptoracism.org.uk/2016/10/ 
sutr-conference-videos 
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